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Leah Watkins

Dear Faculty and Staff, 
March has definitely been an outstanding month in the Obion County 
School System! A few of the events we have had in the system include
* Faculty/staff volleyball games.
* Safety drills and training.
* Practice tests and CASE assessments.
*LEAD Now visit.
*A visit to OC and SFMHS from the Assistant Commissioner of Education.
*Read Across America Day.
*Conclusion of the basketball season.
*Collaboration with Discovery Park of America.
*Beginning of spring sports including our middle school baseball program.
*District-wide spelling bee.
All these things and many more are a result of your passion and dedication 
to serving the students of our system! 
 
Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
 
 



Early Learning

By Vikki Hayslett
 
Math UNRA(A)VEL
Recently, I was visiting classrooms to observe math 
instruction. I observed Denise Davidson’s third grade 
class at Ridgemont. They were reviewing for their 
geometry test. I noticed the following quote on her 
bulletin board: “It’s ok to not know, but it’s not ok to not 
try!” As the students read each problem, they 
practiced unra(a)veling the directions and the 
problems and gave their best efforts to “try” to solve 
each problem. The students “boxed” the key words on 
their papers. Ms. Denise encouraged them to read the 
whole thing, use the strategy of elimination, and to 
stay focused. The lesson ended with the students in 
small groups around the room completing the last few 
problems collaboratively; students were defending 
their answers using evidence from the math problem 
or evidence from their math journals.
 
 
The next day, I visited South Fulton Elementary and 
found the ABC’s of testing indicated on some second 
grade work that was displayed in the hallway. The 
heading above the work stated, “Second graders are 
going to be a NUT!” Each of the students had written 
the following notations down the left margin of their 
work: I’m a NUT! 
N □ N- Nothing left out
U □ U- Unra(a)vel
T  □ T- Take your time
After students completed their work, they placed a 
checkmark in each box that they had drawn to assess 
themselves prior to turning their paper in.

In the M

iddle

By Lesa Scillion
 
Now is the season of standardized testing for grades 3-
12. During the last month, grades 3-8 have completed 
their second CASE Benchmark Assessment, which helps 
students and teachers determine the opportunities for 
growth before the TNReady Assessment begins.  All 
schools are in the middle of their Countdown to Testing 
and have been conducting various activities to prepare 
students for the TNReady tests that will begin on April 15. 
Thank you to our teachers for all their hard work 
throughout the year.  We are blessed to have quality 
teachers in our schools! Good luck, students. It’s almost 
time to show what you know!

Coordinated School 

Health

By Chastity Homra
Coordinated School Health has purchased Frisbee golf 
courses for Ridgemont Elementary and Obion County 
Central. New basketball goals were put up at Black Oak, 
Hillcrest and Lake Road, funded by CSH.  CSH also helps 
to purchase PE equipment, such as various balls, 
scooters, small movable goals, mats and other equipment 
needed to have a successful PE program.
CSH also helps to provide guidance teachers with new 
materials and curriculum. Hillcrest guidance teacher, 
Megan Poore, received some new booklets for a program 
called “On Your Way to Middle School Success.”
CSH purchased an audiometer for Mr. Tony Wilson to help 
him when screening the children for special education 
services.
Can’t leave out our amazing staff as CSH provides 
pamphlets on stress relief and some stress relievers to go 
along with those pamphlets.  
When Lake Road Pacer winners received their medals, 
CSH purchased those to help show our appreciation for 
the students’ hard work.



Food Service

By Judy Denman
 
March was a busy month in our cafeterias.  During 
the week of March 4-8, every cafeteria celebrated 
National School Breakfast Week.  Students in 
each school were encouraged to start their day 
with breakfast, and about 100 more students than 
normal chose to eat breakfast in our cafeterias, 
hallways or gyms.  Each cafeteria provided some 
type of incentive for students to eat breakfast.  
These included small prizes each day for every 
student who ate breakfast or drawings at the end 
of the week for larger prizes. 
Studies have consistently shown that students 
who eat breakfast benefit nutritionally and 
educationally.  Starting the day with breakfast has 
been associated with improved academic 
performance, improved classroom behavior and 
attentiveness, and fewer visits to the nurse. Busy 
parents also benefit tremendously from school 
breakfast because their children will receive a 
healthy, balanced meal at school that eases the 
burden of their hectic morning rush, and it is 
FREE to all students!!
In March, we also joined in the fun of celebrating 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday with several cafeterias serving 
green eggs and ham.  Some celebrated Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday the entire week of School 
Breakfast Week!!
 

Data and RTI

By Adam Stephens
RTI
The RTI teacher leaders and various administrators 
from each school met in March to begin the pilot 
program for Aimsweb PLUS. A small sample of 
students from each school will be used during this 
pilot. The teacher leaders and administrators are 
school managers and will create student accounts, 
benchmark, create goals, and progress monitor these 
students beginning after spring break. This process 
should make the transition much easier for the 
upcoming school year. We now have access to all the 
screening tools and reports. We will be conducting 
professional development at the school level in the 
fall; however, if you would like to see some of the 
differences in this program now, your RTI teacher 
leaders will be able to show you the basics of the 
program and the reports before the end of school.
 
Technology
As we move forward each year, the use of technology 
as an instructional tool will always be evolving. A 
technology committee was formed during the 
previous school year to discuss the needs and 
establish a vision for our district. This committee has 
representatives from each school and is a mix of 
teachers and administrators. Every educator has 
ideas about the use of technology in our district. As a 
committee, we want to know your ideas. Feel free to 
reach out to your technology teacher leaders, 
administrators, technology committee members, or 
email me your thoughts - astephens@ocboe.com. All 
ideas will be discussed during the meetings.
 
Data
During the past few weeks, I have discussed a variety 
of topics with several 3-8 teachers regarding the 
CASE benchmark results. If you have any last minute 
questions as we approach the final weeks leading up 
to testing, I am always willing to provide any type of 
information regarding student performance. Also, if 
you have questions or need clarification about the 
upcoming testing process or the corresponding 
accountability issues, I can answer your questions for 
either topic.
 



News from the Schools

The Special Education Department has been very busy this month preparing for the upcoming state assessments and 
continuing to provide customized enhanced education to our students.
-Black Oak’s gifted teacher, Mr. Brian Moffit, received a stem grant of $5000.00.
-Lake Road CDC students traveled to the Special Olympics at UTM on 3/15/19. 
-Ms. Amber Garrigus's CDC classes constructed an Eiffel Tower.
-Ridgemont Elementary gifted teacher, Shane Upchurch, created apps with codes to educate other Ridgemont students.
-South Fulton Elementary's Ms. Melashia Holt has been so proactive and professional in having her annual IEP meetings 
before the birth of her first child.  Her little girl is going to have an amazing mom!
-Obion County Central High School's Ms. Tracey Montogmery and Ms. Dorothy Davis’s CDC students visited the 
Discovery Park and have been learning how to sign to fellow hearing-impaired students.
-South Fulton Middle High School's gifted teacher, Mr. David Whitesell, and his class traveled to St. Louis to visit the 
Science Center.
Special thoughts and thank yous to all of our special education teachers, educational assistants, homebound teachers, 
and related service providers for the many hours of dedicated instruction laced with love for our unique population!!!!!
 

Special  

Education

By Cynthia Rainey

Ridgemont

-Attendance matters at Ridgemont! Students 
are able to see school-wide attendance goals 
as they enjoy breakfast and lunch at school.
 

An Act of Giving 
We stress kindness to our students all the time. Most schools even dedicate 
an entire week to kindness. There is no better act of kindness than to give 
to those in need. Over the past few years, Hillcrest students have gone 
above and beyond the expectations of thirteen and fourteen-year-old 
students by donating their hair. On March 21, four eighth grade students-- 
Alyvia Hagye, Haley Scobey, Lani Taylor, and Briley Payton--donated a 
portion of their hair to the Children With Hair Loss Foundation. We are 
proud to say that this has become an annual event at Hillcrest. We would 
also like to say a big thank you to area hair stylists Amanda Weaks, 
Savannah Kissell, and Brooke Garrigan for donating their time to come over 
and help us with this.

 

Hillcrest



SFMHS

Clapper
Jake Clapper has been recognized by the National Beta Club as a John 
W. Harris Award winner.  Jake is among only five high school students in 
the nation who were recognized for this award.  His scholarship allows 
him to travel to the Beta Leadership Conference, which is held in 
Washington, D.C.   Jake is the only recipient from Tennessee. 
 
Gore 
Halle Gore, a sophomore here at South Fulton High School, was recently 
awarded the Dale R. Hughes Leadership Amp Scholarship by the 
Tennessee Senior Beta Club.  This award, created in honor of long time 
Beta advocate Dale R. Hughes, is given to one senior and one junior Beta 
in the state of Tennessee.  Halle is the first recipient of this award.  Halle’s 
award will afford her a trip to the Beta Leadership Conference in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Kick Butts
The Business Management class at SFHS partnered with the Obion 
County Prevention Coalition and the Obion County Health Dept. to host 
Kick Butts Day to teach our middle school students about the dangers of 
tobacco and the new danger, vapes and e-cigarettes. Our business 
management students researched the information and prepared various 
booths for the middle school students to learn about topics from health 
impact, cigarette smoke, vapes and smokeless tobacco. The event 
enables us to share information and hopefully prevent nearly 200 students 
from ever starting to use tobacco in any form. We encourage parents to 
get informed about the increasing use of vapes among teens because it is 
the new strategy being used by tobacco industry to gain a younger 
customer base. 
 
M.S Beta
Middle school Beta made treat bags for our police department, fire 
department, and city works to show our appreciation for all they do! 
 
School of Merit 
South Fulton High School has been recognized as a 2019 National Beta 
School of Merit. Ms. Carly Robertson, 2019 H.S Beta President, was on 
hand to help recognize our school. 
 
Top AR  
We want to send a special shout out to Mr. Ayden Briggs, a seventh 
grader here at South Fulton Middle and High School, who just topped 500 
AR points! The last AR test he took gave him a total of 501.7 points just 
for this school year!! We are SO proud of you, Ayden!!!! Keep up the good 
work!!!



 
 
-Band – OCCHS Wind Ensemble 
earned Overall Superiors in Prepared 
and Sight Reading at Concert Festival 
at UTM.
 
-8th Night – We had a great time 
welcoming our Future Rebels and their 
parents to OCCHS! Registration 
information was distributed to all 8th 
grade students. We are looking 
forward to a great class of freshmen 
for the 2019-2020 school year!
 
-Shadow – Seniors Kaleigh Wagner, 
Destiny Alexander, and Aleix Morris 
enjoyed job shadowing at Black Oak 
Elementary recently! Everyone was all 
smiles, and each enjoyed their 
experiences.
 
-Donkey – We are saddling up for the 
donkey basketball game on April 26th. 
Proceeds will benefit the OCCHS Lady 
Rebel basketball team.
 
-Sheriff – Two deputies from the Obion 
County Sheriff’s Department spoke to 
OCCHS students about the dangers of 
opioid drugs and other illicit drugs 
earlier this week.
 
-Skills and Skills2 – Jack Jones and 
Jett Allen are preparing for the Skills 
USA State Competition. Jack is 
demonstrating how to properly change 
spark plugs. Jett is demonstrating how 
to properly shingle a roof. The 
competition takes place March 31-April 
3 in Chattanooga.
 
 
 
 

OCCHS



South Fulton Elementary

SFE had a wonderful March! 
We enjoyed Read Across America Day with several community 
members coming to read, including Sheriff Karl Jackson!  It was a 
great day. 
Lowe’s donated many bags of mulch to our school, and our SFE 
Beta members mulched our beautiful flower beds
We welcomed many new SFE students during our kindergarten and 
PreK registration.  
Caroline Barclay and Callie Tucker represented us well at the 4-H 
speaking contest.  
Gavin Dixon won the 3rd and 4th grade band at the Obion County 
Spelling Bee.  We welcomed him back with a big round of applause.
Students are working to achieve their goals set for the Case 
benchmark tests.  Next stop, TNReady!   
Thank you to our teachers for a wonderful week before spring 
break.  We had a blast at our faculty paint party.

-2019 LRS Band Solo Competition--These students 
competed in the annual solo competition this morning. 
Twenty-seven students received a superior rating and 3 
excellent ratings. Great job, band!!!!
-Mrs. Hope’s 2nd graders took a trip to the Little General Store 
and bought treats with money they had earned for good 
behavior.
-Congratulations to 4th grader Jayden Evans for winning 
Runner-up in the Obion County Spelling Bee
-Plus Class - March STEAM Activties
 

Lake Road

Black Oak Teachers Work on Security and Securing 
New and Exciting Resources for Students
On Friday, March 22, our teachers started the day 
working in connection with local law enforcement and 
Obion County Safety Personnel to perform an armed 
intruder scenario.  We are thankful for Sherriff 
Jackson, Obion County deputies, and the Hornbeak 
Police Chief for taking the time to train so that they 
would be better prepared if some type of incident 
occurred in our schools.  This time of shared 
collaboration between agencies allows all involved to 
see things from different perspectives and find ways 
to keep our schools safe.
Black Oak is also fortunate to have ben awarded the 
TVA grant of $5,000.00. Black Oak School, with the 
help of Mr. Brian Moffitt, has also applied for other 
grants to help fund a special dream for our students.  
The staff was able to tour TCAT during the afternoon 
of the same Friday.  They were taken through each 
department and shown how students can get different 
endorsements or certificates to potentially pursue a 
career in one of these fields.  The TCAT faculty also 
generously offered their expertise and time to help in 
any way they could.  
With OCCHS offering an ever-expanding line of 
coursework in the CTE field, the faculty at Black Oak 
are hoping to start incorporating classes to help 
students bridge the gap from elementary school to 
high school by highlighting skills that will be needed 
by most workers in the future.  This may include 
increased participation in STEM and/or STEAM 
classes, coding in computer class, and robotics for a 
larger portion of our student body.  
Our goal is to provide our students a step up in 
preparing for their future.  The nation's job 
descriptions are changing, and we hope to mirror this 
changing world within our school.
 

Black Oak


